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PETROLEUM EXPLORATION PERMITS 
Statement by Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State 
Development) [2.11 pm]:  By now all members will be aware of the remarkable growth that has been achieved 
in this state - 14 per cent at the last quarter - above even that of China.  The growth has been largely fuelled by 
our resources sector, which continues to grow at an amazing rate.  Last week I released the latest statistics from 
the Department of Industry and Resources that show that the value of Western Australia’s mineral and petroleum 
sales soared to a remarkable $43.2 billion in 2005-06, a 29 per cent increase on the previous year.  It is a 
remarkable result, achieved against a background of adverse weather conditions in the first quarter of 2006 and 
mining equipment supply constraints.   
The big rise was due mainly to the significant increases in the petroleum and iron ore sectors - up 23 and 56 per 
cent respectively.  A $2.8 billion increase in sales saw the petroleum sector reach a record $15.2 billion, thanks 
largely to high world oil prices and increased liquefied natural gas shipments.  Iron ore achieved a record 
244 million tonnes, valued at $13 billion, followed by alumina, up 19 per cent; nickel, up eight per cent; and 
gold, up 18 per cent.  The base metals sector also performed strongly to record a 187 per cent increase and reach 
$821 million worth of sales.  The demand for Western Australia’s resources by its trading partners is showing no 
sign of slowing down and we are not letting up.   

Recently I announced 16 new petroleum exploration permits for WA, which will generate $347 million of 
investment into our exploration industry.  Twelve of the permits are for offshore exploration and the remaining 
four are for onshore exploration and have been offered to companies subject to native title and environmental 
processes.  The permits are for under-explored regions of the state that could contain sizeable gas or oil reserves 
and they reflect the Carpenter government’s commitment to increasing WA’s petroleum exploration. 

WA is riding high on the resources boom at the moment.  However, it is very important for us to look towards 
the future during these buoyant economic times.  In order to sustain our economic wellbeing and energy security 
into the future, it is fundamental to increase exploration. 
 


